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which he lost for a season the confidence and support of the Federalists 
in his native State. That party, indeed, had, we imagine, claimed Mr. 
Adams less on personal than on hereditary grounds. Probably no 
party ever had his allegiance. Certainly he disappointed and opposed 
all. His orbit was beyond the calculation of political speculators. His 
vote or action could never be determined on antecedent grounds. He 
viewed every question on its own independent merits, and cast his 
vote, or shaped his policy, as he would had it been referred to his sole 
decision as an autocrat. 

We have no time to enter into the discussion of Mr. Adams's char- 
acter, to recount his signal and triumphant efforts for the freedom of 
debate and petition, to recall his noble plea for the liberty of the 
Amistad negroes, to trace the evidences of a profoundly religious spirit 
as the source of his civic virtues, or to exhibit the testimonials of a 
nation's honor and grief when the sudden arrow struck him down on 
the post of duty. For all this we hope to find the fitting pen in a 
future number. We will now add only our earnest desire that Mr. 
Quincy's Memoir may have the national circulation and acceptance it 
merits, and may perform its designed office in commending the uncor- 
rupt, disinterested patriotism of an earlier generation to what is certainly 
a more venal age and a less scrupulous public. 



26. — Liberal Education. An Address delivered before the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society of Harvard College, July 22, 1858. By Rev. 
Thomas Hill, of Waltham. Cambridge : John Bartlett. 1858. 

As we listened to this address, the orator seemed to us as one stand- 
ing on the elevated table-land which commands a near view of the 
separate summits of the several sciences, and communicating the 
results of his observation to those below in language as transparent as 
the atmosphere on those serene heights. The first impression is only 
deepened by the perusal of what it was our privilege to hear. It re- 
quired courage in Mr. Hill to appear on such an occasion without a 
single paragraph or sentence that could be termed eloquent, — with a 
discourse as bare of ornament as a mathematical treatise; but the 
experiment was perfectly successful, — severe simplicity enrobed his 
thoughts with rare beauty, plain sense and sound philosophy tran- 
scended the ordinary mark of brilliant rhetoric, and the hearers were 
held in the same attitude of eager and gratified attention to which an 
audience is wont to be raised only by the strong effort of ambitious 
oratory. 
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The Address has for its aim to determine the order in which the 
young mind should have the different objects of knowledge and subjects 
of study presented, in order to the symmetrical development of its 
powers, and the thorough comprehension of what it professes to know. 
In " the hierarchy of sciences " the author recognizes five divisions, 
Theology, Psychology, History (including language, and all that ap- 
pertains to human development), Natural History (including chemistry 
and mechanics), and Mathematics. In mathematics we depend on 
intuitive perception for facts and laws, on observation for their embodi- 
ment in space and number ; in theology we rest ultimately on the 
interior consciousness ; while natural history bears close kindred to 
mathematics, and psychology to theology. As the perceptive faculties 
are first matured, while the reflective powers and the introspective 
faculties are of later growth, education should follow, in the main, the 
inverse order of the hierarchy. Religious instruction indeed should 
not be wanting to the very earliest years, and, as the powers are de- 
veloped simultaneously, though with different degrees of rapidity, 
neither of the sciences should be wholly excluded from any stage of 
education ; but the order in which the powers attain maturity should 
govern the stress to be laid upon each in educational processes. In 
the course of the discussion, the prime importance of natural history, as 
a prominent branch of instruction, and its fitting precedence, in the 
order of time, of the " historical " study of language, is illustrated 
with equal justice and power. We regret that we have not space to 
follow out the reasoning of this admirable discourse, which, with this 
brief sketch, we earnestly recommend to the careful study of our 
readers. 



ERRATA. 

Page 327, line 5 from bottom,/or 30° 30', read 36° 30'. 

la Art. II., the reference to an Oxford Professor, as the probable author of 
the " Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation," is believed to be erroneous. 

Page 494, the sentence commencing at the fifth line should read as follows : — 
" They form the substratum of the population of historical Greece, on both sides of 
the JEgean, — ' the dark background of its history.' " 

Page 505, line 13, for " state," read " states." 



